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BRISTILE KILNS AND STACKS — RESTORATION 
Grievance 

MRS G.J. GODFREY (Belmont) [9.54 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Planning. The Bristile kilns, 
more commonly known as the Ascot kilns, are an important part of the history of Belmont. They are recognised 
in the City of Belmont’s coat of arms. They are a group of kilns situated on Grandstand Road in Belmont, 
opposite the Ascot Racecourse. Unfortunately, they are in poor structural condition. These kilns were built 
between 1929 and 1950 and are thought to be the largest such group surviving in the country. The essence of 
their significance and rarity is the concentration of kilns and stacks in the one area, forming the largest collection 
of extant circular downdraft kilns, often known as beehive kilns, and associated stacks in Australia. 

For many years, the Ascot residents and the City of Belmont have expressed their concerns about the state of the 
kilns and its stacks and the general appearance of the site. On various occasions, local residents have organised 
public meetings to discuss the future of the kilns and stacks. To update the community, I organised a public 
meeting on 13 October 2012. During my election campaign, this topic was raised often as the current state of the 
kilns make the site an eyesore so close to the beautiful area of Ascot Waters, Ascot Racecourse and the 
Swan River. The Premier and I had a meeting with Ascot residents to hear their views and ideas on this issue 
during my campaign. 

The owner of the land on which the kilns and the stacks are situated is the state government, represented by the 
Department of Planning. The department is responsible for the conservation and maintenance of the kilns and 
stacks. The Bristile kilns have been added to the state Register of Heritage Places on a permanent basis but that 
does not mean that the site must be preserved intact. Development proposals can be considered by the 
Heritage Council of Western Australia and would add great value to the area around Ascot Racecourse. 

The restoration of the kilns and potential site development has been at an impasse for many years due to 
a number of difficulties in the contractual agreement between the Western Australian Planning Commission and 
Ascot Fields Nominees Pty Ltd. The kilns and stacks are rapidly deteriorating and being vandalised. Unless 
a decision about the site is reached, the structural adequacy of all the structures is at serious risk. In addition, the 
stacks close to the road network currently pose a risk to public safety. 

The cost of the kilns’ restoration is one of the issues being considered, with some stakeholders having the view 
that any potential development of the site will involve demolition of some kilns and stacks to achieve a viable 
proposal. A decision on this site is also important due to its implications for future development of the surplus 
land owned by Perth Racing as it owns adjacent and nearby land that can accommodate various land use 
scenarios. As this does not relate solely to local planning, the City of Belmont has no real power over the issue. 
During my tenure as mayor, the council regularly contacted the Department of Planning, Ascot Fields Nominees, 
the Heritage Council and the previous member for Belmont to emphasise the deteriorating state of the kilns and 
stacks and to enquire about the progress of a resolution for this impasse. With all of this in mind, I ask the 
Minister for Planning to give Belmont constituents an update on the current developments regarding the 
restoration of the Ascot kilns and the potential development of the site. Hopefully, I will be able to go back to 
my electorate with good news. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.57 am]: I acknowledge the strong interest of the 
member for Belmont in getting a resolution to the issues around the Ascot kilns. It is an issue that she took up 
when she was elected as member for Belmont but I know that she was also very much involved in seeking to get 
an outcome long before that. It is something that has been of long-term interest to her and she has certainly been 
representing the views of the local community very strongly. 

I acknowledge that the kilns are of significant heritage value. So far, redevelopment of some land in the area and 
the preservation and restoration of the kilns has been unable to be implemented despite the wider development 
around the area—that is, the Ascot Waters project, which is regarded as having been very successful. The 
primary issue has been that the trust land is owned by the City of Belmont and the community commercial land 
that houses the kilns is owned by the WA Planning Commission. Although these parcels of land are owned by 
the city and the WAPC respectively, the Ascot Waters joint venture company holds some development rights 
over the land through a deed of agreement with the city and the WAPC. Despite the deed of agreement and the 
city and the state government endeavouring to facilitate the development of the kilns site, the Ascot Waters joint 
venture has been unable to establish a viable project. Therefore, the Ascot Waters joint venture is prepared to 
relinquish its rights under the deed of agreement. The city has previously advised the Department of Planning 
that it has no desire to accept management of the kilns complex, even if it is restored, nor is the ongoing 
management of such structures a core role of the WAPC. Therefore, at this stage, the best outcome would be to 
have the kilns site included in a private sector development. The Department of Planning and the 
Western Australian Planning Commission, in consultation with the Heritage Council of Western Australia, are 
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currently negotiating an outcome that will facilitate the private sector development of the kilns site. This will be 
achieved in two parts. Firstly, the WAPC is in negotiations with the Ascot Waters joint venture on relinquishing 
its rights over land on which the kilns are located. The Department of Planning has recently informed me that 
these negotiations are underway, and I understand they are progressing well. Secondly, the Department of 
Planning and the WAPC are working to review the boundary of the existing improvement plan 20. The review 
will consider the development potential of land in the same vicinity that was acquired following the creation of 
the Grandstand Road dual-carriageway roundabout. Through the extension of improvement plan 20, and with the 
agreement of the Heritage Council and the City of Belmont, it is anticipated that this will create a land parcel 
attractive enough to invite a private sector tender for its purchase and development. Any such sale would be 
undertaken subject to conditions of sale to ensure that the kilns complex is appropriately preserved. 

I understand the member for Belmont’s desire to see a resolution to this matter. It is a desire that I share, and 
I acknowledge that she has raised this matter with me on several occasions in the interests of achieving a positive 
outcome for her electorate, as I mentioned earlier. I am pleased that there appears to be strong willingness and 
cooperation between the state, the local government and the private developer, and I look forward to providing 
the member for Belmont with an update on further progress as soon as I possibly can. 
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